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INTRODUCTION TO THE PROJECT 

The key themes that I have explored since the start of the MA in photography are migration, 

surfaces and memory, although for my FMP these will explored from a personal perspective.  

This project will focus on the surfaces that migrants create and maintain, the surfaces that I 

work on, and the memory of both. 

I have spent all my life migrating.  As a child, my family moved every three years and adulthood 

has brought the same lifestyle.  I remember making marks in my atlas of all the places I had 

been which is an early sign of my interest in mark making. This atlas has not been updated, as 

Asia, Australia, North and South America do not feature.  

Fig 2:	 Ferrier, School Atlas. 2021 

My eldest brother, sister and I were born in Scotland, but my other three older siblings were 

born in South Africa.  This nomadic lifestyle brought many things to the table, food being one, 

since coming from such a large family we sometimes struggled. 

Moving to new places has always brought suspicion.  I have often heard the following 

comments; “Are you settled yet?”  “What do you want?”  “Why are you here?”  “Where are you 
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from and why don’t you go back?”  “That’s nice that you are from Scotland, because living here 

will help you learn English.”  “I have too many friends, and I don’t need any more.”  These 

comments are common, as other migrants have often mentioned this to me in passing. 

I find solace in painting, printmaking and photography, it has become connected to my 

disconnection.  Living in Texas, I make work about the quiet and majestic historical buildings on 

the edge of town.  The things that are sought in every place I visit or live in are the quiet places; 

the places of meditation and reflection.  Architecture from around the world is fascinating; the 

homes, the temples and iconic historical buildings capture my imagination.  My interest in the 

silos are as Frank Gohlke states in his book, Measure of Emptiness: Grain Elevators in the 

American Landscape.. “Their scale, featureless surfaces, and simple repetitive forms gained a 
hold on my imagination that I could not fully comprehend.” 

 

Fig 3:	 Ferrier, MKT Silo Surface. 2021	 	 	  Fig 4:	 Ferrier, MKT I. 2021 
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The rice and grain silos have provided work in this area since 1940.  They are situated right 

next to the train tracks to allow them to transport grain north to the mid west of Missouri.  The 

migrant construction workers here in Houston, Texas are the backbone of this region, working 

in blistering heat, building and renovating local and rural buildings.  Taking photographs of 

migrant workers, who are almost exclusively hispanic, has been a daunting task.   Migrants are  

often vilified, many are undocumented and without healthcare.  The Statesmen claims that 62% 

of construction workers are hispanic, but it appears that the numbers may be a lot higher.  

More importantly, especially over the past four years, there has been a real fear of deportation 

under the Trump presidency.  Under the auspices of protecting the workers and myself, but 

really to protect the employers, I have been forcibly removed from every building site I have 

photographed in this area. 

Fig 5:	 Ferrier, Silo I. 2021 
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In 1893, the Missouri–Kansas–Texas Railroad started laying rails through the area and began 

operation in 1895.  The town named after the MKT Railroad (which was commonly referred to 

as the “K-T” Railroad) developed around the original train stop and railroad tracks and today is 

known as Katy, Texas.  The track was not just built for freight transportation, as it also 

transported people, including Mexican migrants to areas where oriental people were prevented 

by law from working, the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882. The MKT line brought people and 

opportunity to Katy, resulting in rice farming becoming an important part of the local economy. 

Fig 6:	 Ferrier, Silo Fold. 2021  Fig 7:	 Ferrier, Silo Ladder.  2021 

Figs 8 & 9:	 Ferrier, Silo surfaces. 2021 
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After being closed in 2004, these grain silos are now being repurposed.  They are massive 

buildings with beautiful surfaces that were tended by the hands of migrant workers and are 

now the most iconic landmarks in Katy. 

Fig 10:	Ferrier, Transformed I. 2021 

An area of interest is in the notion that, while migrants tend to these buildings, renovating them 

with their hands, I am also here, documenting, making objects and work with my own hands. 
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METHODOLOGY 

I embrace contemporary photographic practice as diverse, utilizing many different types of 

media, artistic supports and interdisciplinary skills to inform viewers in new ways. This way of 

working is central to my practice. 

The objective of the FMP is to progress my development of the themes that, with consideration 

to developing subject matter, 3D imagery and scale.  This will take place through development 

of my work, involving iterative explorations and experimentation. 

Fig 11:	Ferrier, Transformed II. 2021 

From a practical perspective, I intend to make experiments in ways to conceal information from 

a surface.  This will not be restricted, boundaries will be crossed, and all supports and materials 

will be carefully considered in relation to the project.  This will be exploratory work, where 

failures will be embraced for the successes that they will bring.  Things that could be explored 

digital manipulation, found objects, painting, collage, sculptural elements, works on paper, 

printmaking and handmade books. 
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RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT 

There are a few areas of research that would be beneficial to this project.  Although Katy is an 

historical area, there are not many records that document the history of the train tracks and 

who used them for transport to different parts of the US.  As part of my research, I intend to 

visit the MKT railway museum when it reopens. 

My research will also include studying of other artists and photographers that have connections 

to my focus area themes.  These photographers and artists are thematically linked in some 

form, although they are all distinctly different in terms of background, subject matter and 

techniques.  This will enable me to draw from a broader reach with the intention of enable me 

to further develop.  Some of the artists and photographers that I intend to research are as 

summarized, below.  

Eva Stenram’s drape series is inspiring. Stenram uses found photographic material from the 

1950’s and 60’s, then digitally covers parts of these images.  This creates a new and perhaps, 

an even more suggestive image for the viewer. 

Fig 12:	Eva Stenram, Drape VII. 2012 
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Stenram's concept is engaging and influential in my response to the silos. The aim is to 

transform, rather than removing and adding information.  My recent folds are about a memory 

of the silos, the small windows, the monumental surfaces, the lines and angles.  The new fold 

gives me control over what I want to remain visible as it is important to meditate on each fold, 

what it will reveal and what will be concealed. 

Seba Kurtis is an Argentinian artist who was an illegal immigrant in Spain for a number of years.  

After the authorities cleared the family home, their only remaining possession was a shoebox of 

images.  Drawing on his experiences, he printed all that was left.  The shoebox contents were 

of family photographs that had been severely water damaged.  The backs were printed 

because the images had stuck together transferring images from one photograph to another.  

Kurtis works with collage, concealing and altering the surfaces, but revealing a partial memory.  

I think Kurtis is inspirational, since when this was all he had, he still created inspirational art. 

Fig 13:	Seba Kurtis, Drowned (Backs series). 2008 

Monique Baumann states that she does not have plan when she works, but that her work just 

evolves through painting, mixed media and collage that originate from her diary entries, found 

images and collections of interesting items.  I can relate to this way of working, as it is more 

productive for me to collect, make, then do.  In my experience, ideas for work often happen 

either after intense studio time, or at 4am CST.  Baumann inspires me visually and I am 

empathetic to her approach of incorporating different mediums and supports. 
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Fig 14:	Baumann, Assemblage. (date unavailable) 

Peter Steinhauer is originally from the USA, but has spent many years in Asia.  In his Cocoon 

series, he documented high-rise construction in Hong Kong, where bamboo scaffolding is still 

used.  To prevent accidents from falling debris, the scaffolding surrounding the buildings is 

wrapped in fabric. The scale of his subject matter inspires me, as does the documentation of 

the process which is preserving historical activities.  In many ways, my work is visually similar 

and it is noteworthy that neither of us would be able to see the things we see had we not 

migrated. 

Fig 15:	Steinhauer, White Cocoon #7, Hong Kong. 2012 
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EXHIBITION & DISSEMINATION OF WORK 

The work that I am making at the moment would be best exhibited in a gallery space.  I have 

already made book of the images that I intend to transform, alongside a work in progress of a 

handmade, handprinted book of silo images. 

During the current Covid 19 pandemic, it is hard to make any concrete decisions, but my initial 

plans include making contact with a number galleries and spaces in my area.  Last year, I held 

an exhibition in my back yard for Landings 2020.  Even though it was extremely hot, it was well 

attended, but this would be a last resort, as the summer in Texas is also the middle of the 

hurricane season. 

Figure 16:	 Ferrier, Transformed III.  2020 
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TIMELINE 

The initial timeline in Figure 17 captures the main activities & deliverables for the period of the 

FMP.  External influences such as Covid19, or extreme weather (hurricanes) may impact 

progress, but this and any mitigation plans will be tracked as the project progresses. 

Figure 17:	 Initial Activities Timeline 

TImeline Activities

Weeks 1-5
Shoot images on 29 January. Select images from January 29th for book project and print. 
Print and fold large images. Continue pushing experimentation. 
Contact HCP. Gallery search for FMP.  Regular CRJ entries. Assignments FMPP.

Weeks 6-8
Continue experimenting and testing out ideas. CRJ entries.  Throughout the following 
weeks continue to make visual diary entries. 
Attend calendar meetings and HCP relevant courses.

Weeks 9-12
Continue pushing boundaries. Folding, 3D printing, collage, sculptural and sewn test 
pieces. Prepare for CRoP, gather images research and text. Reflect on feedback from 
Tutor and peer sessions.

Weeks 13-16
Refine CRoP.  Shoot folds and any new work.  Start to refine and distill images and 
sculptural pieces. Print out images for editing & make decisions regarding photographic 
imagery.

Weeks 17-21 Make exhibition preparations. Consider installation of final items. Reflect on any further 
work required. Make any changes necessary. 

Weeks 22-24 Prepare final images for Final Major Project submission, due alongside CRJ. Assignments 
CroP, CRJ, FMP.
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 MA Photography Risk Assessment form  

Please read the Risk Assessment Guidelines before completing this form which contains further resources, 
available from The Photography Centre.  

• Please save a copy of this form to your computer 
• You will need to attach a risk assessment form to your Research Project Proposal and your Final Major 

Project Proposal. 

Persons at Risk    Identify all those at risk 

Photographer’s Name: Diane Ferrier Date(s) of 
Shoot: 

Jan - Aug, 2021

Assistants’ Names: Brian Ferrier

Tutor / Supervisor: Wendy McMurdo

Location: Katy, Brookshire, Houston & rural Texas, USA

Description of work: On site photography

Technical 
Staff: 

Y Academic Staff: N Students: Y Admin Staff: N Canteen Staff: N

Contractors: N General Public: Y Visitors: Y Estates Staff: N Library Staff: N

Cleaning 
Staff: 

N Emergency Personnel: N

Other: no other persons identified Especially at risk: Student and Technical staff

Check list 

Equipment Flash/tungsten Stands/tripods Hot lights Smoke machine/fire 

Flammable materials Risk of Fire Welfare of Assistant  Welfare of model Working at Heights

Location  Transport to location Parking  Vehicles/traffic Weather conditions

Public  Confined spaces Derelict Buildings Animals Children  

Tides  Compressed Gases Water Noise Chemicals  

PRIMARY RISK ASSESSMENT  
Example 

HAZARD 

What kind of hazards are there at the site or in 

your task? i.e. Light stand RISK 
OF 

What risks do those hazards 
create?  

i.e. Light stand falling over 

CONTROL 
MEASURE 

How are you going to minimise the risk associated with the hazards you’ve 

identified? i.e. weigh down light stand with sandbags 



DE FERRIER FINAL MAJOR PROJECT PROPOSAL

 of 16 17

Page  of 42 Version 150910

HAZARD

Driving to location

RISK 
OF

collision

CONTROL 
MEASURE

Avoid driving during rush hour.  Practice defensive driving techniques.

HAZARD

Construction debris

RISK 
OF

tripping

CONTROL 
MEASURE

Wear closed toe shoes and do not walk backwards on site.

HAZARD

Sun exposure

RISK 
OF

Sunburn and dehydration

CONTROL 
MEASURE

Avoid mid day sun; use sunscreen, water hat, drink fluids during outside activities

HAZARD

Wild Animals 
(Snakes, spiders, scorpions, fire ants, raccoons, wild 
boars & longhorns) RISK 

OF

Poisonous bites & stings; rabies 
bites; attack by large animals in 
countryside

CONTROL 
MEASURE

Long trousers, long sleeved shirts and snake boots. Avoid being on my own at dusk when animals are 
present.

HAZARD

Wildfires

RISK 
OF

Burning

CONTROL 
MEASURE

Pay attention to daily fire watch report.  No naked flames during drought period.

HAZARD

Flooding due to hurricane

RISK 
OF

drowning, or car swept away

CONTROL 
MEASURE

Review Hurricane watch. Do not drive in water great that 3” deep.

On site risk assessment:  these are control measures that arose on your shoot
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• Checked to ensure that no work activity was taking place, nor machinery in operation.
• Had assistant to act as lookout in a “buddy” system.
• Reviewed the weather to ensure that it was safe to be on site in the region.

Emergency Information and Procedures

Phone Charged mobile phone, with full signal.  ‘Find my friends’ App switched 
on, so I can be found if incident arises. 
No local pay-phones in the area, nor landline in home

Medical Expertise Am qualified first aider, with emergency medical supply kits in the 
house and in rear of car

Emergency Procedure In the event of emergency, call 911, or in serious situation in remote 
area, call La Grange life flight (979-242-5481)

Medical Treatment Memorial Herman Hospital: 
921 Gessner Road, Houston TX 77024 (713-242-3000) 

St Marks Medical Center: 
110 St marks Place, La Grange TX78954 (979-242-2000)

Evacuation procedures Preassigned Hurricane Emergency location; Roundtop, TX 78954 
Weather alert: https://www.accuweather.com/en/us/houston/77002/
weather-warnings/351197

Incident/accident 
reporting

All incidents or accidents should be reported to tutor at Falmouth 
University

Assessment carried out by

• I have ensured that I have reviewed the hazards and risks associated with this project 
and taken necessary steps to remove hazards where possible or reduced the risks 
associated with the remaining hazards to a minimum.

• I have recorded the main hazards, risks and control measures in this document.

• I have ensured that those working with me have been briefed on the nature of the tasks 
they are to perform, and are aware of the hazards associated with the task and the 
measures in place to reduce the risks associated with those hazards. (if applicable)

• I will continually assess hazards and risks ‘live’ on site to ensure that nothing has been 
overlooked or has changed since initial assessment.

Signed:  DK F!i" Date: 30th January, 2021

Assessment reviewed by: B Ferrier
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