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This is how I see the environment that I currently live in and so  
Steven Gregory’s words resonate with me.  

Over the next three modules; Informing Context, Surfaces and 
Strategies, and Sustainable Prospects I aim to research various 
topics and themes relating to my project proposal of documenting 
the change in urban and rural areas around my home in Houston 
Texas. 

Urban sprawl is an unintended consequence of inner city 
gentrification. My family has lived all over the globe and as a result 
of this, I have developed a keen interest in diaspora. I believe that 
diaspora and gentrification are linked and hope to be able to 
illustrate this going forward within the next three modules and 
onward to my final major project.

Summary

“When we got to Richmond, my father took me on a tour 
of the city…He took me first to the area of the city where 
he had lived and that has since become Interstate 95.  For 
thirty minutes we stood by the highway, cars barreling by, 
as he perused the few surviving landmarks.  “We used to 
live over there, somewhere,” he said, frowning and 
pointing to a spot in the northbound, center lane. ‘Must’ve 
been somewhere over there, near that overpass.” 

Steven Gregory


Black Corona: Race and the Politics of Place in an Urban 
Community
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There is ongoing rapid development between Katy and Brookshire in Southeast Texas. These two towns are only 7 miles apart and this 
development will eventually result in them becoming a single conurbation. The original buildings that are under threat are mainly silos or steel and 
wooden structures that were built in the early twentieth century.  

Greater Houston is a low lying, mega-city with a population of 7 million people on the South Eastern plains of Texas and is currently the fourth 
largest city in the US.  The inner city areas are rapidly being gentrified, which is driving an increase in property taxes and effectively pushing the 
poorer inhabitants to move out to the edges of the city.  

By comparison, Round Top is the smallest city in Texas, with a population of 90 people. Twice a year, it hosts the largest national antiques fare and 
as a result, Round Top is also undergoing rapid change.  These two cities are just a one hour drive apart, but the gap is closing with the addition of 
enormous distribution centers, homes and associated infrastructure of new gas stations, roads and retail developments. 

Although these developments have the same objectives of providing homes, amenities and livelihoods for the respective inhabitants, they are 
having vastly different results. 

The history of this area has been poorly documented however, over the last thousand years, the areas in question have been occupied by the 
Mayans, Karankawa and Tonkawa tribes, emancipated African Americans, German and Czech settlers, many of whom remain today.

Overview

Map of gentrified areas in greater Houston: 2010 - 2016
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Contemporary photographic practice is diverse, utilizing many different 
types of media, artistic supports and interdisciplinary skills to inform 
viewers in new ways.   

Joana Choumali creates large photographic works collaging images 
and layering these with intricate embroidery on delicate fabrics 
depicting scenes in her hometown of Abidjan. Her work inspires me to 
push boundaries of the photographic medium, with my painting and 
printmaking background giving me a foundation to work from. 

Houston has been experienced historical long term continuous 
growth, doubling in size since 1990.  The American dream is alive and 
well for some, but certainly not all Houstonians.  

The rapid expansion has fueled an influx of migrants creating a 
diaspora from South and Central America for people in search of a 
better standard of living. Migrants are crucial to the building trade, 
almost exclusively involved in every structure built. They are vilified by 
the permanent dwellers; they are here, but invisible to society. 

I enjoy photographing the mundane; things that people see everyday 
but pay no attention to, so most of my subject matter is visible, yet 
unseen. 

The new industrial structures that are being built are interesting to me 
when they are in their naked form, as it is at this stage that these 
buildings appear to me as works of art that are made by the hands of 
migrant workers. The patterns created by the rendering of the 
concrete is so engaging. I see these marks as telling the story of the 
people who build them. However this aesthetic is temporary, since 
when the construction is finished it will have conformed to look like all 
the buildings in the area. 

The theme of the illegal migrant workers raises a major ethical issue, 
as although it is of interest to others to document them in my work, it 
would run the risk of exposing them. I am reluctant to do this, as I 
have no intention of placing anyone at risk of deportation. However 
during these next modules I do plan to look at various ways that this 
could be approached successfully. 

Contextualization

“Their scale, featureless surfaces, and simple repetitive 
forms gained a hold on my imagination that I could not fully 
comprehend.” 

Frank Gohlke 

Measure of Emptiness: Grain Elevators in the American 
Landscape
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Objectives 
• Document & explore the urban developments that are rapidly engulfing 

both Katy and Brookshire in Southeast Texas before the original 
buildings are replaced with new ones.  

• Document the rural changes in Round Top, whilst researching the 
movement of buildings from one location to another 

• Research the various groups of settler of these areas, so that I can 
better understand the history of these urban and rural areas of Texas. 

Objectives

Topics, These & Subjects 
• Topics: understanding composition; capturing motion in photos; 

post production; shooting on location & in studio 

• Themes: Lighting & time of day; exploring depth of field 

• Subjects: Diaspora; conurbation; architecture; new structures

Stealing The Belle of Roundtop: circa 1978 (photographer unknown)
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Inspiration & Influences

I take inspiration from multiple sources and am influenced by several artists, both from within and out with this genre. 

The urban decay of inner city and change in architectural styles as part of the gentrification and renewal process provides a wide range in subject 
matter.  I find the juxtaposition of brutalism coexisting with traditional styles interesting. 

Three of the photographers whose images have influenced this project proposal are listed below: 

• Peter Steinauer's images of new construction in Asia and his fascination with how these particular buildings are constructed.  He is concerned 
as I am with certain aspects and the temporariness of the building process. His interest is the concealment of the structures is especially 
interesting to me.   

• Lewis Baltz’s work focused on similar ideas and visual language. Lewis Baltz work documenting the change in the landscape due to the new 
home construction resonates with me, these visual markers in his Prospector Park are so relevant today.  

• Bernd and Hilla Becher’s documentation of the redundant grain elevators that had been part of the local landscape for decades. In particular, 
the documentation of the grain elevators. Rice and grain silos pepper the area around Houston, they are a visual history of the landscape.

Benrd & Hill Becher: Grain ElevatorsLewis Baltz: Prospector Park, Subdivision Phase III, 
Lot 123, looking North

Peter Steinauer: Cocoon Photo series

“The repetition, the bombastic cadence, the run-on lines, and the pushy diction are a rush of secular afflatus, 
meant to get readers physically airborne, to boost them up to that height where they can identify with the past and 
with the community of American desire.” 

Susan Sontag on Walt Whitman’s Leaves of Grass
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My work to date, has included undertaking initial research of subject 
matter within the areas under consideration as well as artists, 
historians and relevant critics. 

I have completed several photo shoots in Katy, Brookshire and 
Round Top, capturing both new, historical and derelict buildings that 
have been moved to the area for renovation and repurposing as part 
of the ongoing gentrification of Round Top.   

Connections have been established with the Round Top Area 
Historical Society to assist in research, as well as to explore exhibit 
venues in the area. There is potentially an opportunity to exhibit in 
the Wood Campus Museum in Round Top, and further potential in 
Katy’s Visitor Center as well as local Houston exhibit spaces. 

These two images were taken doing recent trip to Round Top and 
are representative of the ongoing development in the city.

Work in Progress

Skills Assessment

Skill Opportunity Meets Exceeds Action Plan

Photoshop X Watch YouTube instructional videos

Lighting X N/A

Driving X N/A

Budgeting X Review online examples

Planned development of Round Top brewhouse & bar

Moore’s Fort:(built 1831) Fayette County’s oldest building

Skills Assessment 

I undertook a brief skills assessment to identify areas that I can 
focus on as part of delivering the project, with the results as below.
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Rachel Whiteread:   Ghost 
This work closely relates to mine visually and conceptually. This 
slab sided victorian sculpture is a record of a negative space that 
has changed, hollow like a mausoleum Whiteread wanted to 
capture the air inside. We both want to relate to the people that 
came into contact within the spaces of our documented work, 
leaving their marks whilst going about daily duties. It is very difficult 
to critique such incredible work, however I would have considered 
installing this work outdoors, it is a plaster work, and this would 
have been fantastic to watch it degrade while filming the process.

Critical Analysis

My work, like Rachel Whiteread's ‘House’ involves the observation and documentation of the changing landscape and surroundings whilst 
exploring the reasons for change. Exploring gentrification and diaspora have been threads in my work for many years due to my background of 
global travel. The large slabs of concrete convey a strong message and can be considered almost as Mausoleums to the workers who built 
these structures. 

Philip Singleton MA Photo:   Birmingham Dust 

Singleton’s deeply engaging images of the detritus in abandoned 
Birmingham bui ldings culminating in a three pronged 
interdisciplinary approach and exhibition. Really resonating with my 
work of urban change, but from a different perspective. I would 
have really loved to have seen  show and installation and maybe to 
have seen these images on a larger scale. However this may not 
have been possible within the space available.

Rachel Whiteread: Ghost
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Initial Cost & Schedule estimate

Key Activities Q4, 2019 Q1, 2020 Q2, 2020 Q3, 2020 Q4, 2020
Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Module 1: Positions & Practice Module 1

Undertake initial research
Take initial images
Develop project proposal
Module 2:  Informing context Module 2
Undertake detailed research
Engage with local Historical Societies (Katy & Round Top)
Locate copies original images & books
Module 3:  Surfaces & Strategies Module 3
Explore printmaking & collaging
Explore alternate surfaces & supports
Broaden interdisciplinary practice
Module 4:  Sustainable Prospects Module 4
Select final images and develop narratives
Prepare exhibition
Hold exhibition & publish book (if required)

Tangibles unit rate unit estimate Intangebles unit rate unit estimate
Fuel $2.33 40 gal $93.2 Car mileage depreciation 30 cents per mile 500 $150

Equipment amotization $194 pcm 12 month $2332.6 Drive time $25 9 $225

Printing ink $80 per box 4 $320 Photographic time $25 24 $600

printmaking supports $30 per meter 20 $600 post production $25 40 $1,000

printmaking paper $30 20 $600 Final drafting $25 80 $2,000

book publishing $50 30 $1500

subtotal $3346.80 subtotal $3975

Total estimated project cost $7321.80

Schedule 
The intangible costs are driven by the duration of 
the activities within the schedule.  The schedule 
estimate highlights the durations for each level 2 
activity, and includes an associated people hours 
estimate. 

Cost 
This was developed by identifying the estimated rates for both 
tangible (e.g., fuel, ink, 3rd party printing, amortization of equipment) 
and intangible items, (time).  There is a degree of inaccuracy 
associated with the time to complete the projects, but the tangible 
items are more accurate, since the unit costs are well defined. 
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Lewis Mumford (1985-1990) was an American literary critic, 
historian & philosopher, that  was noted for his studies of cities and 
urban architecture. His quote that is within Guy Debord’s book is 
highly relevant to my current series. 

My target audience would be visitors to Round Top, Katy Old town 
historical society and HCP in Houston as these people are directly 
impacted by formless masses the Mumford refers to. 

Images from Round Top area are especially popular with the 
visitors to the antiques roadshow that is the biggest national show 
in the US, this happens over two months in June and September 
in the city of RT. Visitors and local residents buy photographs of 
the area in and around Fayette County, but I do think that a book 
of these images would be especially interesting.

Target Audience

Facility Location

Glassell School of Art Inner Houston

Round Top Historical Society Round Top

Houston Center for Photography Inner Houston

Ellis Motel Round Top

Round Top antiques fare Round Top

Katy Historical Society Old Town Katy

Sushi Nori Memorial City, Houston

Store that is under construction Katy

The Silos at Sawyer Yards Inner Houston

 Galleries in the Heights Inner Houston

“The present is already the time of the self-destruction of 
the urban milieu.  The explosion of cities which cover the 
count rys ide w i th “ fo rm less masses o f u rban 
residues” [Lewis Mumford] is directly regulated by the 
imperatives of consumption. 

Guy Debord 

Society of the Spectacle
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 MA Photography Risk Assessment form  

Please read the Risk Assessment Guidelines before completing this form which contains further resources, 
available from The Photography Centre.  

• Please save a copy of this form to your computer 
• You will need to attach a risk assessment form to your Research Project Proposal and your Final Major 

Project Proposal. 

Persons at Risk    Identify all those at risk 

Photographer’s Name: Diane Ferrier Date(s) of 
Shoot: 

Oct - Dec, 2019

Assistants’ Names: Brian Ferrier

Tutor / Supervisor: Jesse Alexander

Location: Katy, Brookshire, Roundtop, Texas, USA

Description of work: On site photography

Technical 
Staff: 

Y Academic Staff: N Students: Y Admin Staff: N Canteen Staff: N

Contractors: N General Public: Y Visitors: Y Estates Staff: N Library Staff: N

Cleaning 
Staff: 

N Emergency Personnel: N

Other: no other persons identified Especially at risk: Student and Technical staff

Check list 

Equipment Flash/tungsten Stands/tripods Hot lights Smoke machine/fire 

Flammable materials Risk of Fire Welfare of Assistant  Welfare of model Working at Heights

Location  Transport to location Parking  Vehicles/traffic Weather conditions

Public  Confined spaces Derelict Buildings Animals Children  

Tides  Compressed Gases Water Noise Chemicals  

PRIMARY RISK ASSESSMENT  
Example 

HAZARD 

What kind of hazards are there at the site or in 

your task? i.e. Light stand RISK 
OF 

What risks do those hazards 
create?  

i.e. Light stand falling over 

CONTROL 
MEASURE 

How are you going to minimise the risk associated with the hazards you’ve 

identified? i.e. weigh down light stand with sandbags 
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HAZARD

Driving to location

RISK 
OF

collision

CONTROL 
MEASURE

Avoid driving during rush hour.  Practice defensive driving techniques.

HAZARD

Construction debris

RISK 
OF

tripping

CONTROL 
MEASURE

Wear closed toe shoes and do not walk backwards on site.

HAZARD

Sun exposure

RISK 
OF

Sunburn and dehydration

CONTROL 
MEASURE

Avoid mid day sun; use sunscreen, water hat, drink fluids during outside activities

HAZARD

Wild Animals 
(Snakes, spiders, scorpions, bobcats, raccoons, wild 
boars & longhorns) RISK 

OF

Poisonous bites & stings; rabies 
bites; attack by large animals in 
countryside

CONTROL 
MEASURE

Long trousers, long sleeved shirts and snake boots. Avoid being on my own at dusk when animals are 
present.

HAZARD

Wildfires

RISK 
OF

Burning

CONTROL 
MEASURE

Pay attention to daily fire watch report.  No naked flames during drought period.

HAZARD

Flooding due to hurricane

RISK 
OF

drowning, or car swept away

CONTROL 
MEASURE

Review Hurricane watch. Do not drive in water great that 3” deep.

On site risk assessment:  these are control measures that arose on your shoot
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• Checked to ensure that no work activity was taking place, nor machinery in operation.
• Had assistant to act as lookout in a “buddy” system.
• Reviewed the weather to ensure that it was safe to be on site in the region.

Emergency Information and Procedures

Phone Charged mobile phone, with full signal.  Find my friends App switched 
on so I can be found if incident arises. 
No local pay-phones in the area, nor landline in home

Medical Expertise Am qualified first aider, with emergency medical supply kits in the 
house and in rear of car

Emergency Procedure In the event of emergency, call 911, or in serious situation in remote 
area, call La Grange life flight (979) 242-5481

Medical Treatment Memorial Herman Hospital: 921 Gessner Road, Houston TX 77024 (713 
242 3000) 
St Marks Medical Center: 110 St marks Place, La Grange TX78954 (979 
242 2000)

Evacuation procedures Preassigned Hurricane Emergency location; Roundtop, TX 78954 
Weather alert: https://www.accuweather.com/en/us/houston/77002/
weather-warnings/351197

Incident/accident 
reporting

All incidents or accidents should be reported to tutor at Falmouth 
University

Assessment carried out by

• I have ensured that I have reviewed the hazards and risks associated with this project 
and taken 

necessary steps to remove hazards where possible or reduced the risks associated with the 
remaining hazards to a minimum.

• I have recorded the main hazards, risks and control measures in this document.

• I have ensured that those working with me have been briefed on the nature of the tasks 
they are to 

perform, and are aware of the hazards associated with the task and the measures in place to 
reduce the risks associated with those hazards. (if applicable)

• I will continually assess hazards and risks ‘live’ on site to ensure that nothing has been 
overlooked or 

has changed since initial assessment.

Signed:  DK Ferrier Date: 22nd October, 2019

Assessment reviewed by: B Ferrier



D Ferrier:   Research Project Proposal

Appendix 2:   Bibliography

Barthes, R. (1977). Image -music-text(trans.S.Heath). London: Fontana Press 

Gohlke, F.  (1992). Measure of Emptiness Grain Elevators in the American Landscape. The John Hopkins University Press.

Gregory, S (1999). Black Corona: Race and the Politics of Place in an Urban Community. Princeton University Press.

Sontag, S (1977). On Photography: New York: Picador

Debord, G (2010). Society of the Spectacle. Detroit: Black & Red

https://hcponline.org/spot/somewhere-over-there-elbert-howze-and-houstons-mother-ward/

https://www.katymagazine.com/katy-texas-history/

https://www.katymagazineonline.com/single-post/New-and-Coming-to-Katy-Texas-May-2019

https://communityimpact.com/houston/katy/development-construction/2018/07/05/american-furniture-warehouse-to-anchor-the-village-at-katy-development-will-
bring-about-350-jobs-to-the-city/

http://www.texasindians.com/map2.htm

https://tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/bmc72

https://www.archdaily.com/509663/metamorphosis-in-hong-kong-documented-in-cocoon-photo-series/537e7b03c07a802121000237-metamorphosis-in-hong-kong-documented-in-cocoon-photo-series-photo?next_project=no

https://www.sothebys.com/en/buy/auction/2019/contemporary-photographs/bernd-and-hilla-becher-grain-elevators-house-kind

https://www.icp.org/browse/archive/objects/prospector-park-subdivision-phase-iii-lot-123-looking-north

https://www.joanachoumali.com/index.php/projects/mix-media/alba-hian

https://ricegis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade/index.html?appid=bd4e77b646f6494ea1711bb381cf8fc5

https://www.nga.gov/collection/art-object-page.131285.html

https://www.tate.org.uk/art/art-terms/b/brutalism

https://www.nytimes.com/1990/01/28/obituaries/lewis-mumford-a-visionary-social-critic-dies-at-94.html

https://facilitateurbanphotography.wordpress.com/

https://hcponline.org/spot/somewhere-over-there-elbert-howze-and-houstons-mother-ward/
https://www.katymagazine.com/katy-texas-history/
https://www.katymagazineonline.com/single-post/New-and-Coming-to-Katy-Texas-May-2019
https://communityimpact.com/houston/katy/development-construction/2018/07/05/american-furniture-warehouse-to-anchor-the-village-at-katy-development-will-bring-about-350-jobs-to-the-city/
http://www.texasindians.com/map2.htm
https://tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/bmc72
https://www.icp.org/browse/archive/objects/prospector-park-subdivision-phase-iii-lot-123-looking-north
https://www.joanachoumali.com/index.php/projects/mix-media/alba-hian
https://ricegis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade/index.html?appid=bd4e77b646f6494ea1711bb381cf8fc5
https://www.nga.gov/collection/art-object-page.131285.html
https://www.tate.org.uk/art/art-terms/b/brutalism
https://www.nytimes.com/1990/01/28/obituaries/lewis-mumford-a-visionary-social-critic-dies-at-94.html

	Conurbation

